
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
arranged for handbell choir (3-5 octaves) by Kevin McChesney and Michael Kastner; 

arranged for handbell choir (3-5 octaves) and orchestra 

by Kevin McChesney 

Performance Notes 

Instrumentation 

2 Flutes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb 

Harp (optional) 

Handbells (3-5 octaves) – available separately (see below) 

Violin I 

Violin II 

Viola 

Violoncello 

Contrabass 

 The orchestral setting is designed for use with the original handbells-only version 

published by Jeffers Handbell Supply, JHS9304. Jeffers contact information is: 

P.O. Box 1728 

Irmo, SC 29063 

1-800-JHS-BELL 

www.handbellworld.com 

 In the original handbell version, the handbell choir plays continuously in meausres 43-

49. For the version with orchestra, handbells are tacet for measures 43-45 and measure 

47 (beat two) through measure 49. 

 This setting may be used separately or as the second movement of a “Christmas Suite 

for Handbells and Orchestra” with “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” (first movement), 

code number JHS9329, and “Symphonia on Hyfrydol” (third movement), code number 

JHS9300. The handbell parts for these arrangements are available from Jeffers Handbell 

Supply and the orchestral score and parts are available from Sonology Music 

(www.sonologymusic.com). PR
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LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING
arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesney

Gracefully
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q = c.52

2 Flutes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in Bb

Harp

Handbells

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
















      
mp
 

     
mp


      1.

mp



      

      

     
mp







(optional)      


mp


   

 

 


 



 

 


    

  






      

      

      

      

      PR
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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.















                        


        

            

       

       

  



  




  




 

       

  
 



R





  

LV

 
 






 

     
 

       
 








LV



 
  





 


 
 

R






 




  






LV



 
 

          

 
mp

     

       

       

 

Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 2

     

2

PR
EV

IE
W

co
py

rig
ht

ed
 m

ate
ria

l 

re
tu

rn
 to

 so
no

log
ym

us
ic.

co
m to

 pu
rc

ha
se

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



14

Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.
















          


   

  
mp

 1.    

      
mp

  

      

      

  



  




  

      

 

 



 



 


 


   

 
  

  
      

  
  

 



R

   




 




  






LV

 
   R

   

          

 
mp
      

  
mp
         

 
mp

        

 
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mp
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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.
















   
mf
 


   

mp

1.

 


(2.)
mf

 
 

   
mp
  


mf

       
mp

   

      

      

     

 



  

mp




 

 
mf

           


mf

     
  


    


 


  



 




 












 




  

    
[

] [ 

 ] [
]

mp

[ 

] 




[

LV


 ]


mf

     
mp

   


mf

       


mf

       


mf

       


mf


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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

















p

      


p


     


p

      

      

      

      

      


R

LV











(


)


 








(


)

p

mp


 





 



 
( )  
 










( )




 










( )



 










( )



p


   









  


 


  










  
mp

            


p

div.

       
unis.

     


div.

p

          
unis.

    


p

           


p


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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.
















      

      

      

      

      

      

      


p












( ) 
 









( ) 
 









( )









( )
 


R   

f





  



 




mp   

     




  







 [


] [ 


 ]




p
  

div.

       

        


mp

              

   
   

  

Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 6
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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.















       

       

       

     
mf
       

     
mf

       

       

       



 




















[

  
 ]

 

LV

dim.

 







 R





  

R


 

*  

 [

]
(

 )









 [

]



LV

R

 
[

 

 ]  

       

       

       

       


*In the original handbell version, the bells play continuously in m. 43-49.
For the version with orchestra, handbells are tacet m. 43-45, m.47 beat two - m. 49.



Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 7
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Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.














      

      

      

    
                

    


                        


      

      

 
LV

  
R

     



 









 
[

mf


 ] 

     
 

 


      

      

      

      

 

Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 8
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











































Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.















  
mf


cresc.

   
 rit.

f

  









 
   


mf



cresc.


          

f
   


  


mf


cresc.

 
     




f




 

   

 
mf
 

cresc.


f
   


  

  
mf




cresc.




f

      
  

  
f


 



 




 

    
 

   
 

    


cresc.

 
 

 


  


































 





















 
   




   


 















 


 









  
mf

 
cresc.

   

f

         

 
mf cresc.

     
f

          


mf cresc.

       
f

     


mf


cresc.

      
f

      

  
mf

Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 9
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f
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

Fl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Hp.

Hb.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.















 a tempo

mf

   
dim.

    
rit.   

p

  


mf
 

dim.

 
p





1.

mf

  
dim.

  
p

 

      

      

 
mf




       




    

LV

   
    

 
LV dim.

    
LV 

    p 
   


 


mf



  

LV




dim.


 














 

LV











    



LV





 


R





[ 

]


[
 ]    

[

LV



]

 



   


p



 [

 


 ]

 

      

      

      

      

 

Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming - arr. Kastner and McChesney - Page 10
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Freely

Handbell part Copyright © 2002 Jeffers Handbell Supply, Inc. P.O. Box 1728, Irmo, SC 29063. 

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. 

All other instrumental parts Copyright © 2002 Kevin McChesney, 6980 Snowbird Dr, Colorado Springs, CO 80918. 

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Copying Prohibited.

Flute I LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52


  

mp


































11

 






  




















 
 

19


Handbells





 






 




   
  




 













 

mf






 





 
mp

 

26


p

   Trumpet 1

  


 














   




48

  















  
mf


cresc.

 
 



f

rit.
     


54





  

 a tempo


mf








dim.







58

 






rit.



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Flute II LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52


  

mp














11

 









 

 Handbells





 






 




   


21

  




 







 

mf







   

 Trumpet 1

  


 




45












   


 















 

52

 
mf



cresc.



f

rit.

   

  

  
 a tempo


mf



57

 
dim.






rit.

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Clarinet I in Bb

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52

  
mp
        

13


     

Handbells



 






  











mp

 



 



20


mf

 

 


  

mp

 
p


 

43

 Trumpet 1  


 













   


 




49

 











 
mf cresc.





 

 



f

rit.

 
 

 

55

   a tempo

mf
 

dim.


rit.


p
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Clarinet II in Bb

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner
and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52

  
mp
       

13


  


Handbells



 






  












mf



21




 
  

mp

 


p



  Trumpet 1

  




44

 













    


 

















51

 
mf cresc.


    

 

f

rit.

 
 

  

56

 a tempo

mf
 

dim.


rit.


p

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Bassoon I

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52


 

mp

          

13

        
Handbells



 






  












mp

  

20


mf

      
mp






p

  


43

 Trumpet 1  


 














   


 




49

 











 
mf



cresc.

      
rit.

f




 
 

55

 
mf

 a tempo
  

dim.

 rit.

 
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Bassoon II

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner
and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52


  


Handbells



 






  












mp

  

20


mf

 
    

mp

 
 

p

  


43

Trumpet 1  


 














   


 




49













   
mf cresc.

 

 


53


f

rit.

    
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Horn I in F arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesney



Gracefully

q = c.52

  
Handbells










































 













 
























 




42

 







mf

 
  

    



   

  
  

49


 




 

 
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 

cresc.


53


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rit.
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Horn II in F

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING
arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesney



Gracefully

q = c.52

  
Handbells










































 













 
























 




42

 







mf
  





 


  


    





  
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
  


 

   
f



53

 rit.
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Trumpet I in Bb

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING
arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesney
Gracefully


q = c.52

    Handbells










































 













 






















41

 




 





 



 

mf

     
  


  


     

48

 
  


  




    
f




53

 rit.
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

   

PR
EV

IE
W

co
py

rig
ht

ed
 m

ate
ria

l 

re
tu

rn
 to

 so
no

log
ym

us
ic.

co
m to

 pu
rc

ha
se

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 




Freely

Handbell part Copyright © 2002 Jeffers Handbell Supply, Inc. P.O. Box 1728, Irmo, SC 29063. 

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. 

All other instrumental parts Copyright © 2002 Kevin McChesney, 6980 Snowbird Dr, Colorado Springs, CO 80918. 

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Copying Prohibited.

Trumpet II in Bb

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner
and Kevin McChesneyGracefully


q = c.52

    Handbells










































 













 






















41

 




 





 





mf

 
 

    

     
 



48


   

   

  
mf


cresc.




53


f

rit.
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Harp

LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

arr. Michael Kastner

and Kevin McChesney
Gracefully




q = c.52




  
mp







  








  











      

11


  










 







  
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arr. Michael Kastner
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arr. Michael Kastner
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