ST. FRANCIS SUITE

by Kevin McChesney

PERFORMANCE NOTES

['ve found meaningful and life- changlng
and elegant writings of St. Francis of As
saint found a deep, lasting connectlo

He exemplifies the highest ideals
meditation, and an intelligent, r
intended to be. His principles

finding a simple, powerful$

In the "St. Francis Suit @ fer
this astonishing spiri

Here is th igi i i urations, make up the St. Francis
Suite ir&s

oir versions)
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The most meaningful of St. Francis' prayers for me personally is widely-known and is
simply "Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi." It reads (the line numbers are my additio
facilitate these performance notes, connecting line numbers to i @idual piec
following page): &

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

(1) Lord, make me an instrument of y
(2) where there is hatred, let me so

(3) where there is injury, pardo

(4) where there is doubt, falth

(5) where there is despair, h

(6) where there is darknes

(7) where there is sadne

(8) O, Divine Master, that y not som console;
(9) tobeunderstoo stand;
(10) to beloved, a

(11) Foritisin gi th recelve

we are pardone
(13) and iti

These lkc,g

(3a) where
(3b) whe

he movements in this version of the Suite are detailed on the following




Handbell Choir and Chamber Orchestra:

Chamber Orchestra Instrumentation -
Flute Clarinet in Bb Violin I
Oboe Bassoon Violin II

(2) Toccata #1 - Handbell Choir (Jeffers Handbell Supp
Parts (Sonology Music SM14-04)

(3) Interlude - Handbell Choir (Sonolongw S
(Sonology Music SM14-05)
(4) Toccata #2 - Handbell Choir Ue@ Hana& Supply
Parts (Sonology Music SM14-
Changes to bell part

play beat one o
mallet), tacet (

play beat or\' . i t), tacet the rest
of m. 85 Wgh

m. 970-

(5) Sonnet ﬁ}el hal)“ (Sonology Musi ; Score and Parts
(Sonolo@sm

ell part:

Odo y (tace

(6) Fountai Light y titled "Fo andbell Choir (Ringing Word
Public
Proj
a

ent Of Thy Peace - 3-5 octaves, Level [1+ - Handbell Choir
bell Supply JHS9296); use optional parts for two C instruments
e /violin, etc.] (JHS9296B). Other instrumental parts are available for
board; these options may also be used, though these instruments are
any of the rest of the Suite.

Tempest - 4-7 octaves, Level VI - Handbell Choir (Jeffers Handbell Supply JHS9257);
orchestra tacet

Psalm - 4-7 octaves, Level VI - Handbell Choir (Jeffers Handbell Supply JHS9332);
es with optional solo flute or violin part




that match the texts' individual lines after each line.

The Canticle of the Sun
by Francis of Assisi

Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! A&lse 1s
blessing. To you, alone, Most High, do‘d\ elo
your name.

Be praised, my Lord, through all
who brings the day; and you gi

his splendor! Of you, Most&

Be praised, my Lord, t
them, precious and ful

Be praised, my L@wo‘&
weather, thro whic i
Be praise

and pur t&

Be pralsed

beautiful eerful,

Sl
( lude #1

Be p}&@i my Lor

produces variou

give for love of you; through those who endure
re in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be

gh our Sister Bodily Death, from whose embrace no living
se who die in mortal sin! Happy those she finds doing your
eath can do no harm to them. (Toccata #3)

ord, and give thanks, and serve him with great humility.




Prayer Before the Crucifix

“Most High, Glorious God, (Toccata #1)

enlighten the darkness of my mind, (Interlude #1)
give me right faith, (Toccata #2)

a firm hope and perfect charity, (Sonnet)

sense and knowledge (Fountains of Light)

so that I may always and in all things act according t

\

alternate wording - (b

&\
Most High, Glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my hea& &
and give me correct faith,
sure hope and perfect charit
with understanding and knowledg ord
so that I may fulfill your an command,

Amen. \

2
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