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STILLE	NACHT
arr.	Brian	Childers

Handbell	Solo	with	Piano
Meditation	on	Stille 	Nacht
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PERFORMANCE	NOTES :

Meditation	on	Stille	Nacht	was	arranged	one	snowy	morning	several	years	ago	while	our	family	was	snowbound.
While	the	snow	lightly	floated	to	the	ground,	my	intent	was	to	capture	the	wonder,	the	awe,	and	the	majesty	of
that	first	Christmas	night.

For	the	Pianist:
As	with	the	Soloist,	rubato,	rubato,	rubato! 	Be	prepared	to	stretch	and	release	tempos	with	the	soloist.	Play	with
much	expressionn,	allowing	the	piano	to	sing	in	subtle	ways.	This	will	keep	the	bells	at	the	forefront.	Bring	out	any
melody	snippets	( e.g.	mm.	1 0,	1 4,	54-57).	Build	to	a	big	climax	in	m.	42.	From	that	point	on,	allow	the	music	to
gently	unwind.

Enjoy!
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PERFORMANCE	NOTES :

Meditation	on	Stille	Nacht	was	arranged	one	snowy	morning	several	years	ago	while	our	family	was	snowbound.
While	the	snow	lightly	floated	to	the	ground,	my	intent	was	to	capture	the	wonder,	the	awe,	and	the	majesty	of
that	first	Christmas	night.

For	the	Soloist:
Rubato	is	the	word	on	this	arrangement.	Make	it	yours! 	Be	expressive.	Dynamic	markings	have	been	kept	at	a	min-
imum.	Do	not	hesitate	to	expand	on	what’s	already	in	the	score.	Feel	free	to	stretch	tempos	as	needed,	especially
during	the	ascending	and	descending	eighth	note	scale	patterns.	For	the	octave	leaps,	it	will	be	helpful	to	reset	the
lower	Cs	( C6	in	m.	26,	C5	in	m.	31 )	to	facilitate	the	quick	move.	Ample	time	is	given	to	replace	the	C6.	( The	C5
does	not	play	any	more	in	this	setting.)

Enjoy!
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