ST. FRANCIS SUITE

by Kevin McChesney

PERFORMANCE NOTES

['ve found meaningful and life- changlng
and elegant writings of St. Francis of As
saint found a deep, lasting connectlo

He exemplifies the highest ideals
meditation, and an intelligent, r
intended to be. His principles

finding a simple, powerful$

In the "St. Francis Suit @ fer
this astonishing spiri

Here is th igi i i urations, make up the St. Francis
Suite ir&s

oir versions)
d handbell ensemble version)




The most meaningful of St. Francis' prayers for me personally is widely-known and is
simply "Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi." It reads (the line numbers are my additio
facilitate these performance notes, connecting line numbers to i @idual piec
following page): &

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

(1) Lord, make me an instrument of y
(2) where there is hatred, let me so

(3) where there is injury, pardo

(4) where there is doubt, falth

(5) where there is despair, h

(6) where there is darknes

(7) where there is sadne

(8) O, Divine Master, that y not som console;
(9) tobeunderstoo stand;
(10) to beloved, a

(11) Foritisin gi th recelve

we are pardone
(13) and iti

These lkc,g

(3a) where
(3b) whe

he movements in this version of the Suite are detailed on the following




Classical Guitar, Handbell Ensemble, and Chamber Orchestra:

The Scores and Parts [F], Ob, Cl in Bb, Bassoon, Handbell Ensembl@% - A7),
Guitar, Vin 1, Vln 2, Vla, Cello] for all movements of this suite a wnloadab
Sonology Music. Each piece is available individually (listed ) and the wha
available as one product as well (STEP14-07).

Order is:

(2) Toccata #1 (STEP14-01)
(3) Interlude #1 (STEP14-02)
(4) Toccata #2 (STEP14-03)

(5) Sonnet (STEP14-04)

(6) Interlude #2 (STQ@OS)

(7) Toccata #3 G’@ -
No additions @(te

R ©

Handbegssi@-lts

The hand
version o

play
not

emble, and Chamber Orchestra
e diatonic notes from G4 to A7. The part may be
wever, since the notes from G4 through C5 do
layed by 6 or 7 ringers.

ggested assignments.




For 6 ringers, the basis for assigning is:

1)D5,E5  3)A5,B5/6 5)E6/7, F6/7
2)F5,G5  4)C6/7,D6/7  6)G6/7,A6/7

than the octave assignment above.

Suggested assignments of G4-C5:

I.  Toccata #1
Ringer 1 plays G4 and A4
Ringer 2 plays E5 in meas
Ringer 4 plays B4 and C
Interlude #1 (han acet)
Sonnet

Have one ringe / 7, G6,
weaving. Th ves a er free

C#5 with xceptlons
1n measures
in measure 65

5. In measures 23-24 and 31-32, some four-in-hand is

A4 and C#5

Ringer 2 plays E5 on beat 4 of measures 12 and 96, continues playing and passes to
Ringer 1 in measures 13 and 97

Ringer 2 plays B4 in measures 34, 38,118, and 122

Ringer 1 plays B4 in measures 36, 39, 120, and 123

Ringer 2 plays E5 in measure 84




For 7 ringers, the basis for assigning is:

1) G4-C5 where 2) D5, E5 4) A5,B5/6 6) E6/7,F6 @
practical 3) F5, G5 5)C6/7,D6/7 7) G6/7,

Note: for movement I (Toccata #1), assigning B6 to ringer y prove t
than the octave assignment above. &

One ringer cannot effectively play G4-C5 MughOQo note th

L/ \o

I. Toccata #1

Sonnet

Ringer 2 plays

Ringer 3 pl@ in

vhere practical
e assigned to other ringers for measures 3-5 and 11-12

4-C5 using four-in-hand
Toccata #

G4-C5 is practical for one ringer




that match the texts' individual lines after each line.

The Canticle of the Sun
by Francis of Assisi

Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! A&lse 1s
blessing. To you, alone, Most High, do‘d\ elo
your name.

Be praised, my Lord, through all
who brings the day; and you gi

his splendor! Of you, Most&

Be praised, my Lord, t
them, precious and ful

Be praised, my L@wo‘&
weather, thro whic i
Be praise

and pur t&

Be pralsed

beautiful eerful,

Sl
( lude #1

Be p}&@i my Lor

produces variou

give for love of you; through those who endure
re in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be

gh our Sister Bodily Death, from whose embrace no living
se who die in mortal sin! Happy those she finds doing your
eath can do no harm to them. (Toccata #3)

ord, and give thanks, and serve him with great humility.




Prayer Before the Crucifix

“Most High, Glorious God, (Toccata #1)

enlighten the darkness of my mind, (Interlude #1)
give me right faith, (Toccata #2)

a firm hope and perfect charity, (Sonnet)

sense and knowledge (Fountains of Light)

so that I may always and in all things act according t

\

alternate wording - (b

&\
Most High, Glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my hea& &
and give me correct faith,
sure hope and perfect charit
with understanding and knowledg ord
so that I may fulfill your an command,

Amen. \

2
>




for my wife, Tracy
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for my wife, Tracy
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